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Introduction

¸ Climate change is one of the most important 
global environmental issues facing our planet.

¸ In recent years, a number of events have 
demonstrated the international attention to this 
subject: the goal is to make all possible efforts 
to limit global warming to 2°C.

¸ In order to stabilize the levels of GHGs in the 
atmosphere, a portfolio of mitigation solutions 
has to be implemented. The waste sector 
must be part of this portfolio and can deliver 
significant GHG savings.

¸ It is important for policy makers at the national 
and international levels to recognize and 
promote the mitigation potential from the 
waste sector, encouraging local solutions 
which help to address this global problem.

http://www.iswa.org/


51

ISWA Task Force 

¸ In 2008, ISWA launched a Task Force (TF) on Greenhouse Gas and 

Sustainable Waste Management. 

¸ Amongst its missions, the TF was established to:

ï Increase awareness of the GHG emissions associated with waste 

activities.

ï Promote the actions within the waste management sector that contribute 

to reduced GHG emissions.

ï Act as an information exchange within ISWA on this transversal subject.

¸ TF Work Plan included:

ï the organisation of Workshops and technical exchanges,

ï the preparation of communication tools ahead of the UN Conference of 

Parties (COP 15) meeting held in Copenhagen in December, 2009. 

¸ The TF also participated in the organisation of the Dakofa / ISWA Waste and 

Climate Conference in Copenhagen (2-day event, over 200 participants). 

http://www.iswa.org/


ISWA Task Force 

¸ The key deliverable of the TF was issued at the 
Copenhagen Conference - the ISWA White Paper 
on Waste and Climate Change. 

¸ The White Paper (WP) identified 8 key messages 
covering the following topics:

ïPotential reducer of GHG emissions

ïProven Technologies

ïMaterial Recovery

ïOrganic Recovery

ïEnergy Recovery

ïCDM Opportunities

ïWaste policies and regulations

ïGHG accounting

¸ The WP also includes ISWAôs recommendations 
and overall commitments

¸ Deliverables also included 2 Special Issues 
WM&R (24 papers) 

http://www.iswa.org/


Technologies

The waste sector offers a portfolio of proven, practical and cost effective 

technologies which can contribute to GHG mitigation.  When adapted and 

deployed according to local conditions and needs, they can help secure 

significant global GHG emission savings.
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Actions to reduce GHG emissions
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Material Recovery

¸ The potential GHG savings from waste 

prevention and minimisation could greatly 

exceed the savings that can be achieved by 

advanced technologies managing post-

consumer waste.

¸ Recycling is an integral part of waste 

management systems and a fundamental 

waste management tool.  Recycling 

materials such as paper, cardboard, metal, 

glass can help to limit resource consumption 

and achieve energy savings. 

Waste prevention, minimisation, reuse and recycling are on the increase 

across the globe, representing a growing potential for reducing GHG 

emissions by conserving raw materials and fossil fuels.

http://www.iswa.org/

